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magery is a silent partner to cognition, thinking, comprehension, 

memory, and language—and it should be brought to consciousness 

for all learning, especially subject-area content in school.

Allan Paivio, the eminent cognitive psychologist, summarized 

the importance of imagery to our intellect,  

Imagine History specifically develops the imagery/language 

interplay for history.  We can read history, but more importantly 

we can experience the richness of history with our imagery 

to comprehend it and embed it into our memory.    

Let’s take a journey with imagery and meet 

Captains of Industry and the Progressives. 

Time travel with your imagery and make 

history come alive.  Enjoy!
Nanci Bell

...language never worked its magic alone...it has 

always depended on a silent partner that provides 

it with something to talk about, a general 

cognitive system that evolved to a high level 

before it invited language in as a coplayer in 

the evolutionary scene...Nonverbal mind and 

verbal mind thus became interlocked in a 

synergistic relation that evolved into the nuclear 

power source of our intellect.1

Foreword

I
Foreword

1. Allan Paivio, Mind and Its Evolution (Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2007)
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Unit/Chapter Overview
The gestalt: use V/V steps 
and discuss imagery. Ex. 
Sentence by Sentence or 
Multiple Sentence steps

Word to Image Search
Students find objects in 
gestalt image to engage 
with the picture and to 
develop vocabulary.

Picture to Picture
Use V/V Picture to Picture step. Prompt 
with Structure Words as needed.

Images for Vocabulary
Precheck and image key vocabulary words. Use V/V 
Picture to Picture or Word Imagery step to develop imagery 
for unknown words. 

Introduce New Words
Key words appear in the chapter and 
may be unfamiliar to students.

A Visual Guide to This Book
and

®

xvi
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Unit/Chapter
Organized by unit, then chapter. Left color bar indicates 
unit. Horizontal color bar indicates chapter.

Chapter Introduction
Use V/V steps to develop gestalt imagery. Ex. Sentence by 
Sentence,  Mult iple Sentence, Whole Paragraph, and Paragraph 
by Paragraph steps

Word Imaging
Use V/V Word Imaging step to previsualize 
key vocabulary words.

Term Imaging
Use V/V Sentence Imaging step. 
Use the definition and sentence 
to build a picture of the key term.

Chapter Content
The chapter is divided into sections. Use V/V steps: 
Sentence by Sentence, Multiple Sentence, Whole Paragraph, 
and Paragraph by Paragraph. 

Key Terms
Bolded words are key terms, important to 
the gestalt and for meeting standards.
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Picture This for Fun!
A stand-alone story for student 
engagement or a fun break. Use V/V 
steps: Sentence by Sentence, Multiple 
Sentence, or Whole Paragraph. 

From What You Pictured...
At the end of most sections, each chapter, and each unit there 
are Higher Order Thinking (HOT) and fact-recall questions. Check 
students’ imagery and understanding of the main idea and other 
critical thinking skills.

Picture Yourself...
At the end of each unit and chapter, activities extend 
thinking beyond the chapter/unit. Picture Yourself may 
be individual or group activities and can include writing, 
drawing, discussion, or role play.

Unit Timeline
Timeline includes key 
events, people, and 
images from the unit 
above the line. Bubbles 
are colored for each 
chapter. Events, people, 
and images around the 
world during the same 
time period are below 
the line and marked 
gray. This helps create 
an imaged timeline for 
students.

Key Vocabulary
Bold, blue words are key 
vocabulary. Definitions and 
contextual sentences are 
in the back of the book in 
glossary.

A Visual Guide to This Book
and

®
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Find these things: apples soup

Chapter 2
UNIT 4

Word to Image Search
pumpkins
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bonnet cauliflower bell tower

Chapter Two

The Great Melting Pot

headscarf
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Images for VocabularyUNIT 4
Chapter 2

steamship

wrought-iron gateskyscraper

rosary beads
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Images for VocabularyImages for Vocabulary

kielbasa

buggy Ferris wheel

siddur
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UNIT 4
Chapter 2

Picture to Picture Imaging

Use your Structure Words:
What
Shape
Background

Size
Where 
Perspective

Color
Movement
When

Number
Mood
Sound

Use your words to help me picture the statue. 
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Word Imaging

What do you picture for these words? Don't forget to use your 
Structure Words!

Picture to Picture Imaging

buggy
kielbasa

steamship
skyscraper

Term Imaging
Picture these terms to help you create images for the chapter.

Chinese Exclusion Act: a law that forbade Chinese men, women, and children to move to 
America and make the country their new home   

After the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed in 1882, Chinese families were 

no longer able to board ships bound for America.

Ellis Island: an island near New York City which was used as an inspection area for men, women, 
and children from other countries before entering America  

After being checked for lice and disease, the woman was finally able to walk 

the streets of New York City.    

immigrant: a person who moves from one country to live in another

The immigrant left his home and spent weeks on a dank and cramped ship 

before finally stepping onto America’s shores. 

nativist: someone who prefers and protects native inhabitants as opposed to immigrants

The nativist didn’t like seeing families from other countries moving into 

American homes.   
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v 1845–1882

Chapter Two

The Great Melting Pot

   uring the Gilded Age, more and more people flocked 

to the big cities. Many freed slaves gave up the tireless 

and tormenting field work. They left the utterly ruined 

southern fields behind them without looking back. Many 

heard stories of jobs in the diverse and changing cities. 

By the 1870s the streets bustled with folks from all 

around America, as well as those from other countries. 

Men, women, and children took up jobs in their new urban 

homes. But most of the new arrivals found themselves 

living grungy and poor lives.

D

Chapter 2
UNIT 4
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Irish farms sprawled across the island.

The Shared Struggle
During the 1870s African Americans 

packed their bags and fled the southern 

states. Some went out West while others 

headed to the North. Those that moved to 

the northern cities stared in awe at their 

new surroundings. Cities like New York, 

Boston, and Philadelphia had towering 

brick and metal skyscrapers. Elegant 

stone manors were guarded by tall 

wrought-iron gates. Factories with long chimneys plumed thick dark smoke. Coming 

from rural America, the busy cities were unlike anything the ex-slaves had ever seen. 

These newcomers struggled to find jobs in the crowded cities. Waves of immigrants 

from other countries were also trying to start new lives in the United States. One of the 

first waves came from the 

small island of Ireland. Men 

and women, some with red 

hair and freckled skin, had 

tended acres of potatoes 

all over the island. But in 

1845 a terrible rot had crept 

through the Irish soil and 

withered the potatoes gray 

and rotten. Men, women, 

and children only had tough 

Chapter Two

The Great Melting Pot

An Irish woman who lost everything during the famine.
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bark to chew on to dull 

their hunger. The Great 

Famine spread quickly, 

and many graves dotted 

the green countryside. 

Thousands of panicked 

Irish men, women, and 

children boarded ships 

bound for America.  

Though uprooted and 

penniless, the Irish immigrants still smiled with hope. The Catholic families clutched 

their rosary beads and Bibles to their hearts. But most Americans were Protestant 

and glared at the Irish Catholics. When the Irish stepped off the ships, they looked for 

good jobs and new cozy homes. They found signs in the windows that read “No Irish 

need apply.” Door after door slammed in their faces.

Despite the struggle, more Irish made the journey from their impoverished land. 

Most found rough work on the docks or in factories for little pay. They were just able 

to pay rent and buy 

bread. But by the 

late 1860s, more 

former slaves filed 

into the cities, and 

many Irish found 

it even harder to 

get jobs. Many 

Americans shunned 

both groups. Yet the 

Irish and African 

  The Great Melting PotUNIT 4
Chapter 2

Immigrants arrive in New York City.

An anti-Irish cartoon



Imagine History: The Rebuilding of America 197

  The Great Melting Pot

Americans also eyed one another with mistrust and hatred. They were constantly 

competing for meager housing and back-breaking jobs. 

Rich Forty-Eighters
Another large group of immigrants, dubbed Germans for the language they spoke, 

came from different small states that are now present-day Germany. Many had been 

farmers of wheat and sugar beets. But when railroad companies bought up much 

of their farmland, these farmers were forced to leave. Even more Germans fled their 

homes in 1848 after fighting against their leaders. These Forty-Eighters boarded 

ships alongside the poor farmers.

Most Germans left the noisy 

American cities as soon 

as their ships landed. They 

headed to the rolling green 

hills and took up farming 

once again. Most wanted a 

simple country life in devotion 

to their God. They memorized 

passages from their Bibles 

and recited daily prayers. 

Many of them helped found 

A work contract is read to a group of freedpeople.1. What did you picture for The Shared Struggle?

2.  Do you think life in America was better for the Irish than back in

          Ireland? Why or why not?

From what you pictured...

 Forty-Eighters fought against their leaders.
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German immigrants boarding a steamer to New York.

the Amish and Mennonite 

communities that still exist 

today in parts of the US.

Many German immigrants 

relished their quiet lives. 

But there were some that 

stayed in the cities. Some 

became artisans, building 

fancy buggies or sewing 

fine garbs. Others brewed 

foamy, nutty beer that became a popular drink among 

city folk. Soon the exiled Forty-Eighters counted many 

crisp dollar bills. They were doing well in their new home.

The Second Wave
In the 1880s a new wave of immigrants came to the 

sprawling cities. These olive-skinned men and women 

were mostly Italians, Greeks, and Poles. Many came from 

UNIT 4
Chapter 2

  The Great Melting Pot

A celebration is held 400 years after 

Christopher Columbus’ voyage to America. 

Folks from around the world rush to the gates of a huge fair. 

Wind from the nearby lakes sweeps across the fair’s 700 acres of 

attractions. Towering ships from different countries sit on display 

along the shore. The first rotating Ferris wheel carries groups of cheering 

riders. Smells of fragrant spices and baked goods waft from cooking tents. 

Chicago World’s Fair is a smashing success!

An Amish leather tool belt
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  The Great Melting Pot The Great Melting Pot

poor farmlands. They hoped to find work in the 

factories and mills. After working for a few years, 

they planned to return home dressed in fine 

clothes. Then they would give their hard-earned 

wages to their parents. These young people 

became known as the for-bread immigrants. 

Some of these new immigrants came from 

countries ravaged by war and violence. Jews 

fled burning homes as enemy soldiers marched 

into the towns with rifles and torches. These 

soldiers raised riots called pogroms to purge 

the Jews from their land. As the dust settled and 

smoke cleared, many Jewish people lay dead from anti-Semitic violence. Survivors 

wept and clutched their siddurs, or prayer books, close to their hearts. Often with just 

the patched clothes they wore, they boarded steamships with the hope for freedom 

in the better land of America.

But many of the new immigrants faced 

hardships in the new country. Some 

lived in cramped tenement houses. Dirty 

rats scurried between the thin, creaking 

walls. Mistrusting neighbors glowered 

at the new arrivals. Many mocked the 

newcomers’ accents and beliefs. Some 

Americans refused to serve immigrants 

in their shops or cafes. Others beat and 

robbed the poor people, telling them to 

return to their old homes. 

Jewish immigrants in
New York City.

A rabbi preparing to lead prayer.
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A work contract is read to a group of freedpeople.1. What did you picture for The Second Wave?

2.  Why do you think immigrants still wanted to come to America

          despite the cruel treatment they often received?

From what you pictured...

UNIT 4
Chapter 2

  The Great Melting Pot

Despite the awful treatment, many 

immigrants found happiness  and 

success in their new home. Many 

became legal citizens and gained 

the right to vote. Others worked with 

lawmakers to make life easier for the 

newcomers. Together these families 

formed tight-knit communities 

like “Little Italy” or “Little Poland.” 

Men and women opened their own 

bakeries and butcher shops. They made food from their homelands like spaghetti, 

pizza, kielbasa, and bagels. Soon people from all over the city came into the isolated 

neighborhoods in search of the tasty new foods.

The Unwelcome Mat
By the 1890s most second-wave immigrants traveled by steamship to America. The 

poor were ushered below deck into cramped steerage cabins. These men, women, 

and children were holed up in tight rooms with stiff bunk beds. Many grew seasick 

with the rocking waves and retched into pails each day. But after several days, their 

hearts filled with hope when the steamship’s fog horn blared. Through the thick mist 

on the sea, they spotted America’s towering Statue of Liberty. 

Immigrant families often lived in a tiny space.
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The Great Melting Pot  The Great Melting Pot

Starting in 1892, European 

immigrants were forced to pass 

through a small island’s gates 

before they could gain entry 

into American cities. When their 

ship docked, families buttoned 

their coats, grabbed their few 

belongings, and shuffled onto 

Ellis Island. Wealthy passengers 

easily walked through with their 

heads held high. But officials corralled the poor into small rooms where doctors 

ordered them to strip off their clothes. The doctors poked and prodded them in search of 

sores and rashes. They picked through locks of hair for signs of crawling lice. They 

listened for short raspy breathing and checked the insides of mouths for healthy teeth.

After inspection the men, women, and children shrugged back into their clothes. 

Other doctors told them to walk, making sure that no one had a limp or shaking legs. 

Ellis Island exterior

Ellis Island
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Anyone who looked ill 

or weak was forced 

back onto the ship. 

Many families wept as 

they were separated 

or barred entry into 

America. Still many 

passed the humiliating 

tests and could finally 

start their new lives.

Millions passed through Ellis Island, and by the early 1900s immigrants lived in cities 

like New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. But each new wave faced resentment. Street 

blocks divided immigrant neighborhoods. Irish families spat on the ground as African 

Americans walked past. Italians looked down their noses at the Irish workers. Poles 

glared at the Italians and called them names. For the most part, each group kept to 

their own neighborhoods and only spoke to those like them.

Flight of the Chinese
While many immigrants flocked to the big cities along the East Coast, some families 

settled along the coast near the Pacific Ocean. A vast wave of immigrants hailed 

from East Asia. Many of them came from China. These men, women, and children 

UNIT 4
Chapter 2

  The Great Melting Pot

1. What did you picture for The Unwelcome Mat?

2.  Why do you think the poor immigrants had to go through so many tests?

From what you pictured...

A group of immigrants await examination at Ellis Island.
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  The Great Melting Pot

had revered their proud emperors. But in the 

1800s, their leader’s power started to wane. 

There were far too many people all over for the 

emperor to control and govern. Poverty spread 

across China, and families huddled together on 

cramped plots of land. Some believed that it 

was time to leave their homes for good.

Chinese families worked long hours each day 

tending, harvesting, and selling crops. They 

saved any money they could. When they had 

enough, they sent fathers and sons overseas 

to find work in the American West. Most of the men who stepped off the ships were 

young and could not read or write English. They earned meager wages doing brutal 

labor. The Chinese workers spent hours each day swinging picks in the California 

gold mines or laying heavy metal train tracks.

American workers arched their eyebrows and 

called the Chinese strange. They smirked and 

laughed at the men’s carefully washed skin 

and neatly pressed clothes. Many mocked the 

Chinese for their language or broken English. 

They teased the Chinese men for wearing their 

thick dark hair in braids down their backs. Some 

ganged up on any Chinese man that dared walk 

alone. These young men wiped away tears as 

they tended to purple bruises and scratches. 

Soon the Chinese kept to their neighborhoods 

and traveled only in groups. 

The Great Melting Pot
A negative cartoon of a Chinese immigrant

A Chinese noble
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The abuse against the 

Chinese only continued to 

get worse. Many Americans 

glared with hatred at any 

immigrant that crossed 

their paths. These men 

and women were nativists 

who despised anyone new 

coming into the country. 

Nativists believed that only 

the white families who 

had lived in America for 

many generations were pure enough to stay. Though nativists were descendants 

of immigrants themselves, they still 

fought to exclude any new group.

In 1882 lawmakers signed an act 

that barred any Chinese person from 

coming to America. This Chinese 

Exclusion Act lasted for almost sixty 

long years. Many in China cried with 

outrage. But not long after, some 

Chinese families made deals with 

ship captains and boarded huge boats 

in secret. They hid below decks and 

snuck into the country without anyone 

noticing. Chinese men and women 

had families of their own that wanted 

to join them, just like many other 

immigrants in the growing nation.

UNIT 4
Chapter 2

  The Great Melting Pot

A Chinese family made their new home in America.

A political cartoon about the Chinese
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1. What is the main idea of this chapter?

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

?You are a new immigrant coming to the United States. You don’t have much, 
but there is one item from your home country that you care very much about. 
Imagine where you are from and what your item is. Your country and item 
can be something you’ve read about or seen, or you can make it up! Your 
item could be a recipe for a food, a piece of clothing, a celebration, or even 
a toy.

Picture yourself...

Use your Structure Words to describe what you are bringing and how to make/do it.

What event caused the Irish to come to the United States during the 
first wave of immigration?

Why do you think so many immigrants struggled when they first came 
to America?

Why do you think the different immigrant groups were unkind to
one another?

Why do you think immigrants formed their own neighborhoods?

Name two types of food that immigrants brought to America.

Do you think the treatment immigrants faced on Ellis Island was fair?
Why or why not?

Use your imagery to help you answer the questions!

From what you pictured...  The Great Melting Pot
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